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urs is the first, and to our 
knowledge the only, organi-
zation of its type for attorneys 

SNA President Edward Wilcenski, a special 
needs planning attorney in New York State. 
Wilcenski, the brother of a developmentally 
disabled adult, has helped to transform the 
alliance from an inconspicuous organization 
operating largely through word of mouth 
into what promises to be a significant voice 
in the fields of estate planning and disability 
law. He will soon pass the torch to incoming 
President Andy Hook.

Hook, a Virginia attorney, says he 

other attorneys nationally to assist persons 
with disabilities and their families with the 

and for the families of persons with autism, 
what a complex maze that can be.

Wilcenski says that estate planning 
for individuals living with autism presents 
unique problems because of the compara-
tively high functionality of many of those 
coping with the disability. Nevertheless, 
long-term financial security for individuals 
with autism can play a significant role in 
their emotional well-being. Better dietary 
options, better treatment, and better oppor-
tunities for interaction are imperative tools 
for improvement, and they come at a price. 
If estates are structured improperly because 
of generalizations made by attorneys who 
are not well-versed in this highly specialized 
field, the individual could lose Supplemental 
Security Income benefits, or Medicaid, or 
worse. Enter the Special Needs Alliance.

Wilcenski and Hook say that the most 
significant feature of the SNA is that the 
finest disability law attorneys in the United 
States are networked, which makes for ro-
bust and rapid communication of new leg-
islation, new case law, and the forecasting 
of regional laws that may become impor-
tant on a national level. And not only are 
SNA attorneys thus well-informed, they 
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Their expertise is unrivaled and 
their compassion is genuine, so the 
literature reads. Certainly there 
is nothing disingenuous about the 
recent transition of the Special Needs 
Alliance to a nonprofit organization, 
nor is there another organization 
operating in the U.S. that can boast 
an invitation-only membership 
of 100-plus expert special needs 
attorneys who counsel the families 
of individuals with autism on special 
needs trusts and other estate 
planning issues.
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are the arguers of these cases.
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 Visit the Special Needs Alliance Web 
site, www.specialneedsalliance.com , or 
call 877.572.8472 to locate an attorney 
in your area.
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